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OPEN ACCESS PUBLISHING AGREEMENT
& AUTHOR DECLARATION (OAPA)

SSG Master Agreement for Open Access Journals Published under CC BY 4.0

Complete all fields marked with * before signing and saving the agreement.

For best validation and electronic-signature support, use Adobe Acrobat Reader or Adobe Acrobat.
Agreement Date * Journal Name *

Manuscript Title *

Manuscript ID (if available) Corresponding Author *

Corresponding Author Email *

1. Purpose and Scope

This Open Access Publishing Agreement & Author Declaration ("Agreement") governs publication of the manuscript identified
above ("Article") in the journal identified above ("Journal"), published by Scientific Steps International Publishing
Services L.L.C. ("SSG" or "Publisher").

This Agreement establishes the rights necessary for SSG to publish, disseminate, preserve, and maintain the scholarly
Version of Record while the Author(s) retain copyright in the Article.

2. Copyright Ownership

The Author(s) retain copyright in the Article. Nothing in this Agreement constitutes an assignment or transfer of copyright
ownership from the Author(s) to SSG or the Journal.

The Author(s) also retain proprietary rights other than copyright, including patent rights, subject to applicable third-
party rights or agreements.

3. Right of First Publication and Grant of Licence to the Publisher

The Author(s) grant SSG the right of first publication of the Article and a non-exclusive, worldwide, royalty-free licence,
for the duration of copyright, to exercise the rights reasonably necessary to publish, produce, reproduce, distribute,
communicate, display, preserve, archive, index, promote, and otherwise make available the Article and its Version of Record
in all media and formats.

The licence includes the right for SSG to:

• edit, copyedit, format, typeset, and technically prepare the Article for publication, provided that editorial
processing does not materially alter the scholarly meaning without appropriate author involvement;

• create, publish, host, maintain, preserve, archive, index, and disseminate the Version of Record;

• register and maintain the Article's DOI and deposit bibliographic metadata with Crossref and other appropriate
scholarly infrastructure, indexing, abstracting, discovery, and preservation services;

• preserve and archive the Article through LOCKSS, CLOCKSS, and other appropriate preservation infrastructure used by the
Journal;

• promote, reference, link to, and otherwise disseminate the Article as part of the Journal's and Publisher's scholarly
publishing activities; and
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• authorize service providers acting on behalf of SSG to perform activities reasonably necessary for publication,
hosting, preservation, indexing, discovery, and dissemination.

4. Version of Record and Original Publication

The final article formally published by the Journal constitutes the Version of Record. Scientific Steps International
Publishing Services L.L.C., through the Journal, is identified as the original publisher of the Version of Record.

The Version of Record includes the final published content together with its journal identification, DOI, citation
information, publication history, and associated bibliographic metadata.

Lawful sharing, adaptation, archiving, or reuse of the Article does not create a new Version of Record and must not
misrepresent the authorship, original source, publisher, or publication history.

5. Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International Licence

The Author(s), as copyright holder(s), authorize and agree to publication of the Version of Record under the Creative
Commons Attribution 4.0 International License (CC BY 4.0).

Under CC BY 4.0, users may reproduce, share, distribute, and adapt the licensed material, including for commercial purposes,
subject to the terms and conditions of the licence.

Users exercising rights under CC BY 4.0 must comply with the attribution and other applicable requirements of the licence,
including appropriate identification of the creator(s), identification of the licence, and indication of modifications where
required.

The CC BY 4.0 licence does not transfer copyright ownership from the Author(s) to the Publisher or to users. No provision of
this Agreement is intended to impose restrictions that would limit rights granted under CC BY 4.0.

6. Third-Party Material

The Author(s) are responsible for identifying material included in the Article for which they do not own the necessary
copyright or other rights and for obtaining permissions required for inclusion and publication.

Third-party material is subject to the applicable rights, permissions, credit lines, or licence terms identified for that
material and is not necessarily covered by the Article's CC BY 4.0 licence.

7. Author Rights

Consistent with CC BY 4.0 and applicable Journal policies, the Author(s) may share and distribute the published Article;
deposit the Version of Record in institutional, subject-based, or other appropriate repositories; make the Article available
on personal or institutional websites; use all or part of the Article in teaching, presentations, future scholarly works,
theses, dissertations, and other academic activities; and translate, adapt, or otherwise reuse the Article in accordance
with the applicable licence and scholarly publishing standards.

When sharing or reusing the Version of Record, Author(s) are encouraged to provide the complete citation, DOI, and a link to
the original publication in the Journal.

8. Originality and Concurrent Submission

The Author(s) declare that the Article is original, except for material appropriately identified, cited, or used with
permission; has not been previously published in substantially the same form, except for prior dissemination expressly
permitted by the Journal; is not simultaneously under consideration for publication by another journal; and that related,
overlapping, or previously published material that could reasonably affect the Journal's assessment of originality has been
disclosed.

All Author(s) confirm that they have approved submission of the Article to the Journal.

9. Duplicate and Secondary Publication

Once the Article has been formally published by the Journal, the same work must not subsequently be submitted or represented
to another journal or publisher as a new, original, unpublished publication.

This requirement concerns publication ethics and preservation of the integrity of the scholarly record. It does not restrict
lawful sharing, archiving, adaptation, translation, or reuse permitted under CC BY 4.0.

Any secondary publication or republication must comply with the applicable licence and relevant scholarly publishing
standards and must not misrepresent the Article's original source, authorship, or publication history.

10. Author Warranties

The Author(s) warrant, to the best of their knowledge, that they have authority to enter into this Agreement and grant the
rights described herein; the Article does not knowingly infringe copyright, trademark, privacy, confidentiality,
intellectual property, or other proprietary rights of any third party; all third-party material has been appropriately
identified and all required permissions obtained; all required acknowledgements, citations, and source information have been
provided; the Article complies with applicable authorship, research integrity, ethical, disclosure, and publication
requirements; and information provided to the Journal is accurate to the best of their knowledge.
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11. Authorship and Authority to Sign

All listed Author(s) must have approved the final manuscript and its submission for publication.

Where this Agreement is signed by the Corresponding Author on behalf of all Author(s), the Corresponding Author confirms
that authorization from all co-authors has been obtained and will provide evidence upon reasonable request. The Journal may
require signatures from all Author(s) where appropriate.

12. Editorial and Post-Publication Actions

The Article remains subject to the Journal's editorial, peer-review, research integrity, correction, retraction, and
publication ethics policies.

The Publisher may make reasonable editorial, formatting, production, metadata, and technical changes necessary for
publication while preserving scholarly integrity. Corrections, retractions, expressions of concern, or other post-
publication notices may be issued where warranted.

13. Effect and Termination

This Agreement becomes effective with respect to publication when the Article is accepted for publication by the Journal.

If the Article is rejected, withdrawn before publication in accordance with applicable Journal policies, or otherwise not
published by the Journal, the licence granted to the Publisher will not take effect or, where already effective for
production purposes, will terminate with respect to publication.

Nothing in this Agreement transfers copyright ownership in the Article from the Author(s) to SSG.
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14. Acceptance and Electronic Sign-Off

The Corresponding Author / Authorized Signatory must complete the mandatory confirmations below. These confirmations form
part of this Agreement.

I confirm copyright retention and authorize publication under CC BY 4.0. *

I confirm originality, no concurrent submission, and the duplicate-publication declaration. *

I confirm authorization by all co-authors to enter into this Agreement on their behalf. *

Corresponding Author / Authorized Signatory - Full Legal Name *

Electronic Signature / Typed Full Legal Name *

Signature Date * Signatory Email *

Validation note

The PDF checks required fields, email format, dates, and mandatory confirmations.

Adobe Acrobat Reader/Acrobat provides the most reliable validation and save controls.

Browser PDF viewers may ignore document JavaScript even though fields remain marked Required.

Validate Form Clear Form Fields marked * are mandatory.
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